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1. Cover:  Look at the cover picture, and read the title. Predict 3 things that 

might happen in this book: 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

2. First title page:  What happens at the end of summer for the bears? 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 What are the 2 rhyming words in the poem? __________________ 

3. Second title page: What is going on in this picture? What time of day do you 

think this is? What makes you think that? Do you do these kinds of 

things in your school playground? What other things do you do?  

What is different about the bears’ school compared to your school? 

4. Pages 1-2: Name 4 things the Bear family did during the summer: 

 ________________________      __________________________ 

 ________________________      __________________________ 

 Put a check mark () beside the things that your family did during 

the summer. Now list two other things your family did: 

 ________________________      __________________________ 

 Name 3 things that show the Bear family that summer is almost over: 

 ______________________________________________________ 



5. Pages 3-4: How does Papa Bear know that school is starting soon? 

What are Mama Bear and Sister going to do tomorrow?  Why do 

you think Sister is nervous about starting kindergarten? How do 

you feel when you are going to do something you have never done 

before? Why? 

6. Pages 5-6: What does Sister Bear like about being at home? _____________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 What is your favourite thing at home? Do you like school? What do 

you like about school? Do you think Sister will like school? 

7. Pages 7-8: Can you find the Bear family home in this picture?  Is it a long or a 

short walk to school? ______  What is the name of the kindergarten 

teacher? _____________________________ 

 What do you think Mama Bear has in her basket? ______________ 

8. Pages 9-10: Why is Sister a bit scared of Miss Honeybear? ________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 Do you like the kindergarten classroom? What activities would you 

 like to do in this classroom? ________________________________ 

 Why does this sentence have quotation marks: “Come right in and 

 look around!” ? _________________________________________ 

9. Pages 11-12: Was your prediction right about Mama Bear’s basket? _____ 

Name 6 things that children can do in the kindergarten classroom. 

Then check ( ) the things you like to do. 

 ___________________________      ________________________ 

 ___________________________      ________________________ 

 ___________________________      ________________________ 



10. Pages 13-14: Why do you think Sister is worried about school?  Have you 

ever been worried about school? Why? 

 Why do you think the Bear family cubs have to take the school bus? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

11. Pages 15-16: Why was it noisy on the bus? What did Sister Bear do to help 

 the little bear stop worrying? ______________________________ 

 Have you ever helped someone stop worrying? What did you do? 

12. Pages 17-18:   Why do you think there are Apple, Bee, and Cat pictures on  

the walls? If you were going to Sister’s kindergarten class with her, 

what activity would you want to do? _______________________ 

 What activity do you think Sister will do first? ________________ 

13. Pages 19-20:  Why did the kindergarten children get noisy? Has that ever 

happened in your school class, or other times when you are playing 

with friends? What happened then? 

 What does the word “commotion” mean? ___________________ 

 How did Miss Honeybear quiet things down? _________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 What was Sister Bear doing in the class? _____________________ 

 What your prediction from the last page correct? _____________ 

14. Pages 21-22: Look at all the things Sister Bear did at Kindergarten. Do you 

think she had a good time? Which activity do you think Sister 

liked best? __________________ Why do you think that? 

 Which activity would you like best? _________________________ 

 Why? _________________________________________________ 



15. Pages 23-24:  When Sister got home, was she still worried, or was she 

happy? _____________________________  Look at Brother Bear.  

Does he look happy? Why do you think he’s not so happy? 

16. Pages 25-26: Why does Brother not want to go to school today? 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 What does Sister say to cheer Brother up? ___________________ 

17. Pages 27-28: What kinds of things are the bears looking forward to doing 

at school? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 What are your favourite things to do at school (or homeschool!)? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

18. Page 29:  What is the name of the school? ______________________ 

 Do you have fun learning new things? Why or why not? ___________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 What new things would you really like to learn this year? 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

 

 



The Berenstain Bears Go to School 

Answer Sheet 

1. Cover: Title: The Berenstain Bears Go to School // Predictions: any 3 things that 

are related to the title and/or the picture. 

2. First Title page: At the end of summer they are ready for school // Rhyming 

words: cool, school. 

3. Second title page: Bear children are playing in the school playground (may give 

specific details) / It is morning, before school, because Sister and 

Brother Bear are just arriving, and the teacher is ringing the bell to 

start the day. // Other questions: will vary according to the child. If 

your children are not yet in school, let them imagine what they 

would do, or tell what they have seen other children do in a school 

playground. If your children home school, discuss how your school 

day begins and compare it to this picture. 

4. Pages 1-2: In summer, the Bear family went swimming, boating, picnicking, and 

took many walks. // Child check off things his/her family has done; 

then list 2 other things his/her family did.// 3 things that show 

summer is almost over: nip in the air (chilly); birds flying south/ 

leaves changing colour. 

5. Pages 3-4: Papa Bear knows school is starting because he read it in the 

newspaper. / Mama and Sister are going to meet Sister's new 

teacher tomorrow. // Questions about nervousness: different 

children will have different ideas. Discuss. 

6. Pages 5-6: At home, Sister likes being with her mother and father, her books 

and toys, and all her friends. // Questions about child's favorite 

things about home and school, and prediction about whether Sister 

will like school: answers will vary.  Discuss. 

7. Pages 7-8: The Bear family home is in the top left corner.// It is a long walk. 

(This is important to note, as a question later will relate to this) // 



The teacher's name is Miss Honeybear // What Mama Bear has in her 

basket: answers will vary. Encourage children to say why they make 

the guess they do. 

8. Pages 9-10: Sister is a little scared of Miss Honeybear's loud, jolly voice. // 

Answers about the child's impression of the classroom will vary. // 

Quotation marks are used to show a person's exact words when they 

are speaking. 

9. Pages 11-12: (Prediction is based on question from #7 pages 7-8). // Things 

children can do in the kindergarten classroom: play with blocks, play 

with dolls, read books, cut paper, use clay, learn ABCs, sit at small 

tables with other children, etc. (anything based on the picture). (Then 

have child check off the things he/she likes to do).  

10. Pages 13-14: She is worried she won't like school // Personal responses to 

worry about school will vary. // They take the bus because they live a 

long way from school (refer back to #7 pg 7-8) 

11. Pages 15-16: It was noisy because the bear friends were excited and chatting 

with each other // Sister smiled and held the little bear's hand // 

Personal question about helping someone stop worrying: answers 

will vary. 

12. Pages 17-18: Pictures on the walls are to teach the ABCs. // Personal choice of 

activity will vary, as will prediction of what Sister will do first. 

13. Pages 19-20: They were noisy because they were arguing over who would get 

to do various activities first. // Question about this happening to your 

child: answers will vary. // "Commotion" means a lot of noisy activity, 

confusion, disturbance. // Miss Honeybear called the class to the 

book corner for a story. // Sister Bear was painting.// Answers re 

correctness of prediction from previous page will vary. 

 



14. Pages 21-22: Answers to questions about Sister Bear's first day of 

kindergarten, and the question about your child's favorite activity, 

will vary from child to child. 

15. Pages 23-24: Sister Bear was happy and excited. // Brother does not look 

happy. Your child's reasons for him being unhappy will vary. 

16. Pages 25-26: Brother doesn't want to go to school because the weather was 

warm, and he wished it was still summer vacation. // Sister says, 

"School is fun." 

17. Pages 27-28: The bears are looking forward to soccer practice, science 

projects, music lessons, and all kinds of things. // Answer to "your 

favourite things to do" will vary from child to child. 

18. Page 29: The name of the school is Bear Country School.// Your child's answer 

to the question of whether or not he/she has fun learning new things 

will vary from child to child--and is worth some extended discussion 

whether it the answer is "yes" or "no"! // Same with the question of 

what new things your child would really like to learn this year. 

Parents should pay attention to the answers to this question, as if a 

child is given opportunity to explore things they are very interested 

in, their motivation for learning will really increase! 


